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minutes. This treatment did not kill the roots entirely, al-
though some of the fine feeding roots were injured. This
is not considered important because when trees are trans-
planted with bare roots they put out new feeding roots
anyway. It is possible that some such method of treatment
may soon be devised by which infested nursery stock may be
freed from the pest.
The Pocket Gopher (Geomys lursarius)
Gophers often cause serious damage to citrus trees by                 {
girdling young trees at the surface of the ground and by chew-                 j
ing the bark from the crown roots of older trees.    They are                 ;
especially troublesome in orchards. near alfalfa fields in sec-                 !
tions where open ditches are used for irrigation.    Gophers                 !
will run for considerable distances over the surface of the                 \
ground at night, and entering an orchard without warning                 j
begin to dig their runways.   The runs extend for long die-                 i
tances underground and are vexatious nuisances when irri-                 !
gating. Gophers may be controlled both by poisoning and
by trapping.
In trapping use a small wire spring trap and set it delicately
so it will spring easily. Then open the run under a recently
made pile of fresh dirt and insert the trap, pushing it well
back into the run. If the run goes both ways, put in two
traps to make sure. Then close up the holes with grass or
sod so that just a little light can enter. The gopher will
soon notice the light, and in attempting to close the opening
will be caught. It is well to attach a long string to the trap to
prevent their being lost if pulled for some distance back Into
the hole. Any attempt to drown a gopher by turning irrigation
water into the hole will not succeed unless the entire surface
of the ground can be flooded as is possible in alfalfa fields.
Strychnine is probably the most effective and safest poisom